
No Regrets: Mercy is a New Day (Bible Study) 

[This bible study coincides with the Sunday message from 04/24/16 posted here.] 
 
 

   CHAPTER: John 8:3-11                  Read 3 times            (check when done)   
 

1) TITLE:  “Mercy is a New Day” 

 

2) CONTENTS:  This chapter contains four sections (we are focusing on verses 3-11 

during this study). 
a) Verses 3 – 11: The story of the woman caught in adultery  
b) Verses 12 – 20: Jesus as the “Light of the World” 
c) Verses 21 – 30: Believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be  
d) Verses 31 – 59: Jesus further revealing who He is to the people 

 

3) CHIEF PEOPLE: (verses 3-11)    
a) Jesus 
b) The woman who committed adultery 
c) The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees 

 

4) ADDITIONAL VERSES:  
a) Read each of the verses below slowly.  
b) What truth is God revealing in each verse?   
c) At a practical level, how can you apply these specific verses to your life?               

1 John 1:8, Hebrews 4:15-16, Matthew 7:1-2, and 1 John 1:9 
 

 We all stumble in many ways…  James 3:2 (NIV) 

 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the 
truth.  1 John 1:8 (NLT) 

 As the Scriptures say: “There is no one who always does what is right, not even 
one.”  Romans 3:10 (NCV) 

 …He sent me to preach good news to the poor, heal the heartbroken, announce 
freedom to all captives, pardon all prisoners.  Isaiah 61:1 (MSG) 

 Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because he was tempted in every way 
that we are. But he did not sin. So whenever we are in need, we should come 
bravely before the throne of our merciful God. There we will receive mercy and 
find the grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:15-16 (CEV) 

 I waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me and heard my cry. He 
brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and He set my 
feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. He put a new song in my mouth, a 
song of praise to our God; Many will see and fear and will trust in the LORD.  
Psalm 40:1-3 (NASB) 

http://experienceheritage.org/sermons/mercy-new-day/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A3-11&version=NLT


 Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where are your accusers? 
Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” “No, Lord,” she said. And Jesus said, 
“Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”  John 8:10-11 (NLT) 

 “…I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.”  John 12:47 (NIV) 

 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will be treated as you 
treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be 
judged.”  Matthew 7:1-2 (NLT) 

 O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who 
ask for your help.  Psalm 86:5 (NLT) 

 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all wickedness.  1 John 1:9 (NLT) 

 

5) CHALLENGES: 

a) In John 8:3, the Bible tells us that the religious leaders brought a woman before 
Jesus who was caught in the act of adultery.  The Bible says, “They put her in 
front of the crowd.”  In Greek, it means they put her in the center of the crowd 
or court.  Why is it easier to push the sins of others to the front, while we justify 
or minimize our own sins?  Have you ever felt that the sins of others were worse 
than your sins?  What does the Bible say about how God views your sin versus 
their sin?  Reflect on the first part of this verse: All wrongdoing is sin, and there is 
sin that does not lead to death (1 John 5:17 NIV).  What does this mean to you? 

b) Read this verse by clicking here.  The religious leaders referenced an Old 
Testament scripture to justify why this woman should be killed.  Have you ever 
tried to use a Bible verse to justify what you wanted to do?  If so, how? 

c) Read John 8:7.  Jesus taught the religious leaders a valuable lesson in this verse.  
What lesson was He trying to teach them?  How does this verse compare to 
Matthew 7:1-5? 

d) John 8:9 says, “When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, 
beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd 
with the woman.”  The Bible doesn’t haphazardly mention facts.  It’s interesting 
that the Bible says, “They slipped away one by one beginning with the oldest.”  
The word “oldest” in this verse comes from the Greek word presbýteros, which 
means “elder ones” or an older religious person having authority over others 
(like a ruler or judge, etc).  Why do you think they were the first to leave? 

e) Read John 8:10-11.  Jesus had an excellent approach when dealing with those 
who sinned.  He didn’t condone her activities (He said, “Go and sin no more”), 
but he didn’t condemn her for her actions either.  What can you learn from 
these verses in how you deal with other people who have sinned?                        

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A4-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A1-5&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A10-11&version=NLT


6) CENTRAL LESSONS:  

 Insights:   
o I need God’s mercy when I’ve messed up 
o Jesus meets me in my humiliation 
o Jesus protects my dignity 
o God’s mercy frees and forgives me from my guilt 
o Jesus doesn’t condemn me, He doesn’t condone me, Jesus changes me 

 

 God’s mercy is available to us when we make mistakes.  He loves us, wants to 
forgive us, and He will never leave us alone.  We no longer have to live with the 
guilt or shame that comes from our past mistakes because God’s mercy can free 
us from our guilt.  Run to God, accept His mercy in your life, and walk in the 
freedom that only Christ can bring.  Take a moment to reflect on the verse 
below. 
 
The Lord is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with 
unfailing love. Psalm 103:8 (NLT) 
 

7) CONCLUSION:  (Personal Application) 

 What was your biggest takeaway from John 8? 

 How will you act or think differently based on what you studied? 

 What does God want you to do based on what you read in the verses? 

 From the supporting scriptures above, which scripture impacted you the most? 

 If you see someone in the midst of sin, how will you react toward them based on 
the reaction shown by Jesus? Read the verse below: 
 
My friends, you are spiritual. So if someone is trapped in sin, you should gently 
lead that person back to the right path. But watch out, and don’t be tempted 
yourself.  Galatians 6:1 (CEV) 
 
Notice, it doesn’t say condemn them, judge them, or “beat them with the bible”.  
It says that you should gently lead them to the correct path.  Our focus should 
always be to point people who have made mistakes toward Christ, but it should 
be done with love and compassion. 


